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Driving rules
How to stick to the law
This information is about some of the rules for people on L-plates, people on P-plates, driving without car insurance, drink driving and speeding.
You can get free legal help. Call Victoria Legal Aid or your nearest community legal centre.
L-plates - Mary’s story

Mary has a learner’s permit. She drives a car with no L-plates. A friend told her it was ok if she only drives to and from work.
This is not true. 
One day Mary drives through a give way sign without looking. She has a crash that causes $5000 of damage.
What happens to Mary? 

The police can give Mary papers called a Charge and Summons or a Notice to Appear. This will be for driving without a licence. She might be charged for careless driving too. She has to go to court. She might be fined up to $1440. She will have a criminal record. It does not matter that Mary thought she could drive. She will still be fined.
Instead, the police may decide to give Mary an Infringement Notice. 
Mary is not covered by insurance because she is driving unlawfully (without a licence). This means she must pay for the damage to the other car. Mary cannot pay. She phones a legal service for free advice. 

What does the law say?

If you have a learner permit, you must:

· have a fully licensed driver sitting next to you

· display your L-plates
· have your learner permit with you when you drive. 
All drivers have to buy third party personal insurance to cover injuries caused to other road users - it is included in the car registration payment. But third party property damage insurance is not covered in the registration. If you do not buy this insurance you will have to pay for any damage you cause to another car.
Drinking and P-plates - Ibrahim’s story 

Ibrahim has his P-plates. He goes to a party and drinks two beers. Then he drives home. He is stopped by police and asked to take a breath test. Ibrahim is worried that he will get in trouble with his parents for drinking two beers. So he refuses to take the breath test.

What happens to Ibrahim? 

The police warn Ibrahim that if he refuses to take a breath test his licence may be suspended for two years. Ibrahim still refuses to take a test. 
The police give Ibrahim a section 51 notice. This means that his licence is cancelled - it does not exist anymore. Ibrahim must not drive.
A few weeks later, Ibrahim gets papers called a Charge and Summons. He has to go to court. He tells the judge that he refused the breath test. The judge cancels Ibrahim’s licence for two years. 
After the two years, Ibrahim can go to court to ask for a new licence. The judge can grant Ibrahim a new licence but with the order that he must have an alcohol interlock fitted to his car. 
An alcohol interlock is wired to a car’s ignition system. Every time Ibrahim wants to start up his car, he must pass the breath test.

What does the law say?

If you are on your Ps: 

· display your P-plates 

· you are not allowed to drink any alcohol and drive 

· if you refuse a breath test or blood test, your licence will be cancelled for a minimum of two years 

· you will have to go to court before you can get another licence. 

Rule for all licences

If you drive while cancelled or disqualified you could be charged and end up in jail.
P-plates and speeding - Joseph’s story

Joseph has his P-plates. Two months after he gets his Ps he is stopped by police and is given two fines: one for speeding more than 10km/hr over the speed limit and one for not displaying P-plates. Each fine has three demerit points. This means points lost from your licence.
What will happen to Joseph? 

Because Joseph has lost five or more points from his licence within six months of getting his P-plates, he will get a letter from VicRoads called an ‘option notice’. 
This notice gives him two options:

1. his licence will be suspended for three months

2. he can keep his licence if he agrees to get no more demerit points over 12 months. Joseph must phone VicRoads if he wants to take this option. If Joseph gets any demerit points within that 12 months, he will lose his licence for twice as long - six months. 
What does the law say? 

· If you have your Ps, you will lose your licence if you get five or more demerit points in one year. You can lose your licence for one speeding offence if you are going more than 25 km/hr over the speed limit.

· If you are caught driving while your licence is suspended, you will have to go to court. You can get fines of up to $3600 and you could go to jail.

· You no longer have to go to jail for a second offence.
· You must tell VicRoads if your address has changed. You can be fined if you do not tell VicRoads when you change address.
Where to get help
Call the Victoria Legal Aid Legal Information Service
Open Monday to Friday, 8.45 am to 5.15 pm

tel: 9269 0120 or 1800 677 402 (country callers)
www.legalaid.vic.gov.au
For your nearest community legal centre:

tel: 9652 1500
www.communitylaw.org.au
If you need an interpreter:

Call the Translating and Interpreting Service. Ask the interpreter to put you through to the agency you need. This is free if you call Victoria Legal Aid and free for most government agencies and community organisations. 

tel: 131 450

If you are deaf or have a hearing or speech impairment:

Use the National Relay Service.

www.relayservice.com.au 

Call 133 677 if you use a TTY or call 1300 555 727 for speak and listen. Ask for the phone number of the agency you need. Include the area code. See www.relayservice.com.au for more information.

If you need information about road rules, registration, licences, traffic and road conditions call VicRoads 

tel: 131 171
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