










Find Lex
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Lex, the busy court cat has hidden himself six times
in the picture above - can you find him?
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See if you can also find:

sunglasses bear Jessie

Ben magistrate bowl of cereal

lawyer Kylie 10 mobile phones

football Troy letters to spell ‘Lex’

(Answers on page 39)
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Kylie’s story...

‘Waiting to go into Court 2?’ Lex asks the girl with the pram. She’s got a social
worker with her. 

‘Yes. I’m Kylie. After the pop singer, my mum says. Who are you named after?’

Nobody has asked Lex that before. ‘I’m Lex, the court cat. Lex means law,’ 
he says.

‘My mother named me Olympia after the Olympic Games. It’s Greek, like me,’
says the social worker. ‘But I changed my surname from Papadopoulos to Papas.’

Lex winks at Kylie. Adults can’t hear Lex talk – so Olympia thinks Kylie is talking to
her. How funny!
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‘Is there anything you’d like to change in your family, Kylie?’ asks Olympia.

‘I’d like to dance more. I can dance. Look.’ Kylie dances to her radio. 

‘I love dancing,’ says Olympia. ‘Is there anything else you want to change?’

‘Sometimes Daddy takes pills because I make too much noise.’ Kylie rocks the
pram. ‘Or puts cigarettes near me. I don’t like that. It scares me.’

‘We need to make things better, so you don’t get scared or hurt any more,’
says Olympia.

Kylie pats Lex. ‘Look, I brought my baby with me,’ she says, pointing to her
favourite doll in the pram. ‘Her name is Eve.’

‘I broke my leg once,’ says Olympia. ‘How did your baby’s leg get broken?’

‘She was bad and made noise, so Dad broke her leg and cut her hair off,’ 
says Kylie.

‘Are things better now that you’re in a foster home?’ asks Olympia.

Kylie rocks the pram. ‘I don’t know. At home, I used to go to the chemist for
Mum’s pills. I think the health centre nurse told on Mum, about her getting sick
sometimes. Then I got moved to the foster place. When Mum rings me, and 
her voice is funny, I feel bad. I can’t go back to live with Mum until she stops. 
And she loves pills more than me.’

Lex offers Kylie a pen. ‘Draw your 
three wishes, Kylie.’

Kylie says, ‘To be the best dancer 
on TV. Mum stops taking pills, so I 
can go home. A remote control. A 
dog that doesn’t cry. They’re my 
wishes.’

‘But that’s four wishes, not three,’ 
Lex says.
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Olympia says, ‘Some wishes work out. 

Your foster parents have a puppy?’

‘Yes. The puppy is fun, but Brett at the new school teases me,’ says Kylie. ‘About
not living with my ‘real’ family.’

‘Maybe you will go back to your family one day,’ Olympia answers. Until things
get better for your mum and dad, you have foster parents who care about you
and want to look after you well.’

Kylie checks her doll. ‘Eve’s got a smelly nappy’. 

‘Let’s change it quickly,’ says Olympia. ‘The magistrate is waiting.’

‘Will Mum be there?’ asks Kylie.
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to Court 2
All parties in Kylie’s case

 

Olympia holds the door open as Kylie pushes the pram into court.

In court, they talk for ages. 

Then the magistrate says, ‘We’re going to help your mum and dad look after
you. They can visit you at the foster home with someone else watching. They
will also go to classes to learn how to look after you better.’

Lex sees Kylie coming out of court. ‘Hey Kylie, I hope those classes help your
parents so you can go home soon. Until then, have fun with the puppy at your
foster home,’ he calls. ‘Oh, and I bet that Brett from your new school never met
a talking cat, either!’

Kylie laughs. ‘Hey, you’re right! Thanks Lex.’



Maze
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Find the way 
to the thing Kylie

wants most.

Kylie’s parents get help 
and Kylie can go home!

Start

(Answer on page 39)
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Lex’s Quiz Unscramble 
the letters.

How well do you know Kylie’s story?

1 Where do Kylie, Olympia and Lex’s names come from?

Kylie was named after a (SGINRE). Olympia was named after

the (OLMIPYC) Games. Lex means (LWA).

2 Why does Kylie’s dad need help?

He gets too (AGRYN) and can hurt or (SRACE) Kylie.

3 Why is Kylie’s mum away from home?

She is getting help so she doesn’t need to take (PLISL) all the time.

4 Where is Kylie living?

In a (FSTREO) home.

5 What does she like about it?

Her foster family has a (PYPUP).

6 What doesn’t she like about it?

Brett at the new school (TESASE) her about not living with her

‘real’ family.

7 Why did social workers take Kylie away from home until things get better?

Sometimes living (AYWA) from home for a while can be the best

thing for you.

8 What has to happen before Kylie can go home?

Her parents must get help for their problems and take (CSLAESS)
to learn to look after Kylie better. 

(Answers on page 39)
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Colour in
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Spot the difference

Two of these 
pictures match 

up - which 
ones?

Join the dots

(Answers on page 40)



28

Troy and Hannah’s story...

Lex spots more kids. ‘Hi. I’m Lex, the court cat.’

‘I’m Troy,’ says the boy. Troy and his little sister Hannah are with their grandad.

Troy says to his sister, ‘Look, Hannah. This is a nice cat. Pat him gently.’

Hannah strokes Lex, then pulls his tail, hard.

‘Hey!’ Lex yells, jumping away to a safe distance.

‘Sorry. Hannah forgets stuff. Like Mum does. She doesn’t mean it,’ says Troy.

‘That’s okay,’ says Lex. ‘Have you been to court before?’

‘Yes, a few weeks ago,’ Troy answers. ‘We’ve been out at Grandad’s since then.
This is because Mum left us with Grandad and forgot us. After what happened
with Dad, I don’t think Mum cares about anything any more…except needles. It’s
not her fault, I guess.’
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‘What happened to your dad?’ asks Lex.

Troy looks sad. ‘Dad’s dead, not just pretend like on TV. Grandad fusses but we
love him lots. What did you say your name was?’ asks Troy.

‘Lex. But people call me other names too.’

‘Hannah’s got a different name to me. Grandad says to keep my own surname.
Now he’s lost his son, he wants me to stay a Clarke. He’s very sad. I love
Grandad, but he doesn’t want me to have Mum’s new name, because Hannah’s
dad isn’t my ‘real’ dad.’

‘Names change, so do people,’ Lex says, as the voice on the speaker tells
everyone to go into court.

Inside Court 3, people talk, in turns. Lawyers change chairs and talk. Grandad
talks. Mum cries. The magistrate listens. The lawyers use big words that are hard
to understand.

Hannah’s feet don’t reach the ground. She swings her feet as she sits on her
chair.

Crash! Everybody hears her chair fall.
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Up at the big desk, the magistrate looks down.

‘It’s okay, Troy and Hannah. I’m the magistrate,’ she says. ‘I know you’ve come in
from the country overnight. My job is to make sure you are safe where you live. 
Is there anything you want to ask me about, which your lawyer hasn’t said?’

‘Hannah forgets stuff. But she’s only six. And she ‘blows up’. She doesn’t like new
things or changes. She’s used to me looking after her. Can we keep staying
together?’ asks Troy.

The magistrate nods and says, ‘In three months we’ll have another chat. But for
now, you can both stay with your grandad. Your mum’s going to get help
somewhere else.’
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Hannah, Troy and their grandad come out of Court 3.

‘It’s lunch time,’ says Lex. 

‘Let’s take a break.’

to 2pm
Court 3 is now adjourned
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Lex’s word search

Circle the letters in the grid
using the words in the list.
The first word has been
done for you. Once you
have found all the words,
some letters will be left
without a circle. These
letters spell the favourite
thing for a cat who loves 
to talk:

M M A G I S T R A T E
E O T R U O C E M O H
M I B T A C I K Y L E
I P L E X I K R E L C
T R O Y H A S O S O N
B E N E K L A W Y E R

Time quiz

What time does...

Lex meet Ben? Kylie go to Court 2? Lex take a lunch break?

Word list: 
ASK  YES  CAT  CLERK  COURT  HOME  KYLIE
BEN  TROY  TIME  LEX  SOCIAL WORKER
LAWYER  MAGISTRATE

Fill in the
empty clock

faces

(Answers on page 40)
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Help 
Lex finish his 

morning.

Lex’s day at court

(Answer on page 40)

Start

Lex’s lunch
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My worst day

My worst day
was when...

Write
about or draw

your worst day in 
the space below…

My worst day was when...

1 I heard on TV that my dad was with the
police. I felt very angry and mixed up.

2 Mum forgot the last access visit and did
not come to see us.

3 They took us out of school and the 
other kids watched.
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My best day

My best day was when...

1 I got to go home, to my own room that
Mum fixed up for me.

2 The magistrate said Dad could visit me 
and play footy.

3 I went swimming at the pool with my
grandad.

My best day
was when...

Write
about or draw

your best day in 
the space below…
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access - time you get to spend with your mum or dad or another person who is important
to you, when the court has decided that you must stay with someone else

Children’s Court Clinic - a place at the court where a ‘psychologist’ talks to you and your
family about what has been happening. The psychologist will write a ‘report’ for the court

confidentiality - your lawyer mustn’t tell other people what you said, unless you say it is
okay to do this

contest - if people cannot agree about what should happen with you and your family, a
magistrate will listen to what the lawyers have to say. The lawyers will talk about why you
are at court and what they think should happen. Your lawyer will say what you want. Social
workers and other people who know about you might talk too. Sometimes the lawyers have
to ask other people lots of questions. The magistrate then decides what should happen
with you and your family

custody order - after saying there needs to be a ‘protection application’, and maybe after
an ‘interim protection order’, the court decides that the social workers will choose where
you live. The workers also make day to day decisions about your care and safety. Your
parents still have a say in big decisions about you

dispute resolution conference - a special meeting at the court where everyone talks about
you and your family to see if they can agree about what should be done to keep you safe.
The magistrate won’t be at this meeting

foster care or foster family - another place or family that you stay with if the court decides
that you can’t live at home. Your parents still have a say in big decisions about you

giving instructions - telling your lawyer what you want

guardianship order - after saying there needs to be a ‘protection application’, and maybe
after an ‘interim protection order’, the court decides that the social workers should be able
to make all the decisions about your care and safety. This means all the big decisions in
your life, including where you live

interim accommodation order - this is often called an IAO. The court decides where you
should live for a few weeks while the ‘protection application’ is being checked out by the
social workers

What does this word mean?
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interim protection order - after saying there needs to be a ‘protection application’, the
court decides that the case should come back to court after three months to see how things
are going. You might live at home for all of this time, for some of this time or maybe not at all

lawyer - you usually see a lawyer called a solicitor. Sometimes another lawyer, called a
barrister, helps a solicitor in court when people don’t agree

mention - a day at court when the lawyers talk outside the court room with you and the
other lawyers about what should happen with you and your family. If everyone agrees then
it only takes a couple of minutes for the magistrate to finish the case in court

permanent care order - this is for you if you have been out of your parents’ care for a
while and they are not able to look after you. The court can decide that it is best that
someone else should look after you and make all the big decisions until you grow up

protection application - people from the Department of Human Services ask the court to
decide if you need help from their social workers to make sure you are safe. They also ask
if the workers need to keep helping or visiting you and your family

psychologist - a person with special training who can work out how people think and feel

report - social workers (or other people like doctors) write a story about you and your
family to help the court decide if there needs to be a ‘protection application’. There can
also be a report about what should happen with your family to make sure that you are safe

residential placement - this is like ‘foster care’ but it is a place where workers look after
you. Other kids may live there too

social worker - a social worker is also called a protective or department worker

supervised access - another adult will be at an ‘access’ visit to make sure you are safe and
everything is okay

supervision order - after saying there needs to be a ‘protection application’, and maybe
after an ‘interim protection order’, the court decides that you will live at home but that
social workers will still help and visit your family

Adults may
want to read

this, too
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Goodbye from Lex

Sometimes
things turn out the way

you expect. Other times they
don’t. You’ve still got choices

and people who will listen 
to how you feel! 
See you later…
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Activity answers

Page 6 - Match the person to what they do...

1. Court Network and the ‘Salvos’

2. Department of Human Services 

social workers 

3. court clerk 

4. court security and the police

5. lawyer

6. magistrate

Page 17 - What did Ben learn?

1. fault  

2. family, helping

3. lawyers  

4. feel, want

5. judges

Page 18 & 19 - Find Lex

Page 24 - Maze Page 25 - Lex’s quiz

1. singer, olympic, law  

2. angry, scare  

3. pills

4. foster  

5. puppy   

6. teases

7. away

8. classes



40

The things for a cat who loves to talk: mobile phone

Page 27 - Spot the difference Page 27 - Join the dots

M M A G I S T R A T E
E O T R U O C E M O H
M I B T A C I K Y L E
I P L E X I K R E L C
T R O Y H A S O S O N
B E N E K L A W Y E R

Page 32 - Lex’s word search Page 32 - Time quiz

Page 33 - Lex’s day at court
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